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As We Gather 
We get to know some of the central characters in the Gospel narratives by name; others we do not. 
Although the “man born blind” is an important figure in John 9, we never learn his name. We meet his 
parents and his neighbors and we meet the Pharisees to whom he tells the story of the miraculous 
restoration of his sight. But even though we don’t learn his name, Jesus said that “the works of God 
were displayed in him!” As the One brightening our lives with the light of salvation, Jesus brings a new 
vision to each of our lives—an eternal vision of life with God that never ends. In His light we see light, 
and that is what matters! 

 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten” #914
1 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten 

    Radiance of the Father’s face, 
Word made flesh, who lived among us 
    Full of truth and full of grace, 
Shine upon our human darkness; 
    Pierce the night that shrouds our race. 

 
2 Word eternal, through Your being 

    God created all we see, 
When the empty spaces echoed 
    With the Father’s “Let there be . . . ” 
Light and life burst from the glorious 
    Power of Your majesty! 

 
 
 

3 Still Your brooding Spirit hovers 
    Over chaos, dark and deep, 
Calling out with invitation: 
    “Rise, awaken from your sleep; 
Christ the Lord will shine upon you 
    And from death your soul shall keep.” 

 
4 Come, Lord Jesus, by Your Spirit 

    In our hearts Your work begin, 
Bring the healing restoration 
    Of Your image lost by sin; 
From Your fullness all receiving 
    Grace on grace, new life within! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110001400 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Sit  

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism T  Jun Carl Rozewicki  T p. 268 

 
Opening Sentences Psalm 119:33–35, 40–41 
P Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes; and I will keep it to the end. 
C Give me understanding, that I may keep Your law and observe it with my whole heart. 
P Lead me in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it. 
C Behold, I long for Your precepts; in Your righteousness give me life! 
  Let Your steadfast love come to me, O LORD, Your salvation according to Your promise. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
P Having been assured of His steadfast love, let confess our sins to God, our gracious, heavenly 

Father. 



C Eternal God, we confess that we all have sinned and need forgiveness. By nature, we are sinful 
from the very beginnings of our lives. Through our thoughts, words, and deeds, we continually 
sin against You. We have lived for ourselves in many ways, breaking Your commands that direct 
us not to lie, steal, or transgress Your holy will. We have walked in the darkness of bad choices 
and have passed up opportunities to do good and be blessings to others. O God, in Your mercy 
and for the sake of Your Son Jesus, forgive our sin and free us from selfishness and indifference, 
that we may joyfully do Your will and gladly obey Your commandments. Graciously forgive us 
and direct us in ways of compassion and love. 

P God promises to hear those who turn to Him with repentant hearts. Upon this your confession, in 
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 
you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  T  WORD  T 
Introit Ps. 27:4–6; antiphon: Ps. 25:15 
P My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
C One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,  
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. 

P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 

C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me,  
   and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Faithful God… 
C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading T  Sing to the Lord a New Song  T Isaiah 42:14–21 

14For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will cry out like 
a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. 15I will lay waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their 
vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. 16And I will lead the blind in a way 
that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them.  
I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things 
I do, and I do not forsake them. 17They are turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved 
idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.”  



18Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! 19Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as 
my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. 21The LORD 
was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Congregation Hymn of Praise “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” Hymn #849 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 
    Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 
    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands 
    With the very Bread of peace. 

 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons 
    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 
    To the desert’s burning sand; 
From this Well comes living water, 
    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 
3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious 
    That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
    Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer, 
    Praise the One who makes us one. 

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110001400 

 
Epistle T  Walk in Love  T Ephesians 5:8-14 

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for 
the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to 
the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful 
even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it 
becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T   Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind  T John 9:1-41 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

P 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man 
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works 
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 
(which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. 



L 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I 
am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and 
washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
P 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 
received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of 
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How 
can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17So they said again 
to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” 
L 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and 
that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said these things because they feared 
the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to 
be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
P 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to 
God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28And they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.”  
L 30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 
yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of 
God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They 
answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 
P 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have 
seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39Jesus 
said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may 
become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also 
blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your guilt remains.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Hymn “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” #545
1 Word of God, come down on earth, 

    Living rain from heav’n descending; 
Touch our hearts and bring to birth 

    Faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere You; 
Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 



2 Word eternal, throned on high, 
    Word that brought to life creation, 
Word that came from heav’n to die, 
    Crucified for our salvation, 
Saving Word, the world restoring, 
Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

 
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, 

    Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 
Deaf we are: our healer be; 

    Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 
Be our Word in pity spoken, 
Heal the world, by sin now broken. 

 
4 Word that speaks God’s tender love, 

    One with God beyond all telling, 
Word that sends us from above, 
    God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 
Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 
Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110001400 

Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 
Offertory Meditation 

 
T  SERVICE of the SACRAMENT  T 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father… 
  …So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in Heaven… 
 

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 
Hymn “God Loved the World So that He Gave” #571
1 God loved the world so that He gave 

His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 
3 God would not have the sinner die; 

His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 
 

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 
Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 
Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 
D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; 
tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Hymn “Christ, the Life of All the Living” #420
1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
Who, Thyself for me once giving 
    To the darkest depths of woe: 
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 
I eternal life inherit. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

    Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 
    O Thou sinless Son of God! 
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 
From the bonds of sin forever. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
3 Thou hast borne the smiting only 

    That my wounds might all be whole; 
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 
    Rest to give my weary soul; 
Yea, the curse of God enduring, 
Blessing unto me securing. 
    

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

    Treating Thee with shameful scorn 
And with piercing thorns they crowned 
Thee. 
    All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 
That as Thine Thou mightest own me 
And with heav’nly glory crown me. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; (sts. 1–2, 5): tr. 

Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 3–4): tr. 
Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis 

Text: Public domain 



Hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” #425 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

    On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

    That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Text: Public domain 

Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   
 
Closing Prayer 
P Let us pray. Blessed are You, almighty God, for You have fed and nourished us with the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Strengthen us through this Holy Meal in faith toward You and in 
caring love toward one another as we go from here to live out our callings. With Your loving grace, 
hear our prayers and grant all that is best for us according to Your perfect and loving will. Grant us 
Your abiding peace as we await Your eternal kingdom. In the name of Jesus, who is the way, the 
truth, and the life, we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” #418
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 
    You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
    And free us from our past. 
 
2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 
    Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
    In God’s eternal Word. 

3 Though parched and hungry, yet You 
prayed 

    And fixed Your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
    Since we have known God’s love. 
 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 
    And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, 
    We join in heaven’s praise. 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert 
E. Doan, 1930 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

Postlude  



Please pray for these members of our St. Paul 
family 
Ingrid Lesko   Arthur Gerth 
Ruth Sievers   Janice Przybycien 
Patricia Murdoch  The Polezoes Family 
Jan Briede   Roy Hodgeman 
Katherine Hice  Kurt Seehofer 
Flora Jones   Graham Jackson 
Kevin Hickey   Gloria Meyer 
Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 
Melva Smith   Delores Stegemann 
Carol Small   Mike Degidio 
Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 
Betty Beegle   Warren Miller 
Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 
Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 
Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 
The Giacobbe Children Mark & Sarah Martinovich 

Julie & Larry Gurga  Barbara Norway 
Jeremy Norway  Curtis Simonson 
Bonnie Raff   Bob & Sue Marcinkowski 

Barbara Prendergast Karl Smith 
Roy Strassner  
 
 
For David and John Witkosky at the death of 
their uncle Richard Witkosky Jr.  A committal 
service was held at Bethania Cemetery on 
Thursday. 
 
For Jun Carl Rozewicki and his family as he is 
baptized today.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE LET THE CHURCH OFFICE KNOW WHEN 
YOUR NEED FOR OUR CONGREGATIONAL 

PRAYERS IS OVER (708) 423-1040. 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 
members: 
Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 
Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Dense DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 
Barb & Emily Feehan  Gabriella Conforti 
Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 
Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 
Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 
Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 
Matt Favero   Rhonda Scott 
Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 
Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 
Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 
Jerry Gross   Louise Hrynkow 
Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 
Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 
Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 
Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 
Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 
Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 
Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 
Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 
Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 
Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 
Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 
Paul Noffke   Mary Ziemer 
Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 
Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 
Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 
Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 
Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 
Doreen Holford  Judy Collins 
Luke Pajowski   Phyllis Hicks 
Maryann Krieg (Wilke) Pam Kirk 
Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 
Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 
Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 
Pastor Mark Willig  Carol Loecherbach 
Carl Hoppe   Bill Jones 
Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 
Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 
Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Helena Hoffman 
Evelyn & Ron Konieski  LeRoy Bitner 
Audrey Metes   Miguel Hernandez 



 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
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Announcements & Notes 
Join us for supper before our midweek Lenten services on Wednesdays, March 22 & 29 from 
5:30-6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Evangelism/Parish Ed is serving the Lenten super on Wed., Mar. 
22nd. The meal will include sloppy joes, potato salad, chips and desserts. Following supper, a 
hymn-sing begins in the church about 6:40pm with the service beginning at 7pm. 
Operation Barnabas is supporting veterans in the Manteno and Hines Veterans homes and are 
collecting puzzle books (Word Search, Sudoku, and Crossword) through the end of April. If you 
wish to help, you can get the puzzle books at any of the dollar stores. 
Bible Study continues on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the Timothy Room led by Curtis 
Simonson with a new study on the book of Acts. Our Sunday morning study is on the Book of 
Colossians, and both of these are just beginning, so it’s a great time to jump in, but also, it’s fine 
to join any of our studies at any time! 
Orders for Easter Flowers are being accepted. Cost: Lilies, $15 and Daffodils, $14.  Deadline is 
Mon., Mar. 27th. 
EASTER BREAKFAST!  A small group has volunteered to prepare and serve breakfast on Easter 
Sunday following our worship service.  Your help in the kitchen and with setup and cleanup and 
will be greatly appreciated.  Please call the church office to see how you can help! 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

There is NO Wednesday Evening Communion Service on April 5th or April 12th. 
 

April 6 ~ Maundy Thursday Communion Services at 11AM & 7PM 

April 7 ~ Good Friday Tenebrae Services at 11AM & 7PM 

April 9 ~ Easter Festival Communion Service at 9AM 
 

(Easter Breakfast will be served in Fellowship Hall following the Service) 

(A free-will offering will be received) 
 

Wednesday Evening Communion Services will resume on April 19th at 6pm 


